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the fish the most acceptable of gifts. The Japa-
nese love puns and what could be a more fitting
symbol of good luck than katsuobusti which may
be interpreted to mean "victorious warrior/'
Before the Meiji Restoration katsuobushi were
presented mainly as wedding gifts but since that
time they have come to be used at numerous other
occasions calling for presents. It is not unusual
for a well-to-do young couple to receive around
two hundred pieces of katsuobushi as wedding
presents.
The cost of a gift of katsuobusti lies not in the
fish itself but in the wrappings, strings, boxes and
other paraphernalia in which it is presented. Per-
haps the democracy of katsuobushi also plays a
part in its popularity for it can be afforded by rich
and poor alike, the only distinction being the
elaborateness of the wrappings. A rich man's
present of kafsuobushi may cost as high as 1000
yea while that of a man of modest means may
represent an outlay of no more than a yen. Katsuo-
bttshi is often presented in magnificent lacquered
boxes. But Mr, Ishibashi, whose function is
merely to furnish fish to the neighbourhood
felt he was getting beyond bis depth when it
came to the etiquette of gift-giving, knots, strings
and wrappings, so I turned elsewhere for such